
January 7, 2019

Dear Parents and Guardians,

Hello! My name is Samantha Johnson, and I am the visual arts and photography teacher here at 
Aprende Middle School. Welcome to the 2nd semester of the 2018/19 school year. I wanted to take a 
moment to introduce myself. As an art teacher, I love to paint, work with clay, and do just about 
anything creative -- my latest obsession is weaving. I also enjoy reading, flea markets, and hiking. I love 
the Phoenix winters, which are much warmer than my home town in Indiana.

This semester in art, your students will be doing all sorts of amazing things. We will learn 
drawing techniques, painting styles, and clay building methods. We will learn about famous artists, local 
art, and art movements that span across the world and throughout time. We will incorporate reading 
and writing skills, social studies, and even math throughout the semester. It is my goal that students 
leave the art room with the ability to solve problems creatively, which is a highly sought after skill in 
today’s world. 

The classroom expectations, grading policy, and further information can be found on the back of this 
page. You will notice that I am requesting that each student has a sketchbook, which will be used 
for daily warm-ups, sketches, and project planning. All students must store their sketchbooks in their 
backpacks, so feel free to choose a smaller size that will fit more easily. Sketchbooks can be purchased 
at Walmart, Target, any art supply store, and I’ve even seen them at the Dollar Tree! The only 
requirement is that it has blank, unlined pages.

In the art classroom we use the website Artsonia to upload, post, and share our artwork. Artsonia 
is a website that manages student art portfolios in a safe and educational manner. It not only allows us 
to share our artwork with friends and relatives who live far away, but also allows us a wonderful way to 
earn funds for the art room through customized keepsakes. Permission slips will be coming soon that 
will allow your student’s artwork to be posted. In the meantime, please check out all the art from this 
past semester and many years past by going to artsonia.com and searching “Aprende Middle School.” 
You will be amazed at the art you see!

Lastly, you can view slides from curriculum night and much more information on my class page on the 
Aprende website. You will also find an art room wish list. As this new semester takes off, we are in 
immediate need of tissues, disinfecting wipes or spray, hand-held pencil sharpeners, and 
scrubbing sponges for cleaning. Thank you for your help!

Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns. My hope is that your student will have an 
excellent semester in the art room and gain many new skills and confidence. If there is anything I can 
do to help make this happen, please let me know. 

Sincerely,
Samantha Johnson
Art Teacher, Aprende Middle School
sjohnson@kyrene.org


